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SHOOTING may be 
considered a prestigious 
sport practised only by men, 
but spending a morning at 
Bisley Shooting Ground will 
prove it can be enjoyed by 
men and women of all ages.

Located just 30 miles from 
central London, Bisley 
Shooting Ground is Europe’s 
largest clay pigeon shooting 
ground and is renowned for 
its industry-led coaching for 
both beginners and expert 
shooters.

Following a re-brand last 
year, after director Alex 
Roupell joined the manage-
ment team, sta� have been 
passionate about introducing 
new people to the sport, par-
ticularly women and young 
people.

�e News & Mail went News & Mail went News & Mail
along to the ground’s Pre-
Shoot Perfector event to try a 
hand at clay pigeon shooting 
and �nd out everything that 
is needed to perfect one’s 
shooting skills.

I arrived at the ground’s 
Victorian clubhouse in the 
morning to an array of pas-
tries, tea, co�ee and bacon 
rolls before we were given a 
talk from Mr Roupell on the 
history of the family-run 
shooting ground.

I was joined by �ve women 
and two men on the shoot 
and we were all asked about 
our previous experiences of 

the sport – I was on one end 
of the scale with none, while 
others had their own clay pi-
geon tracks in their back gar-
den. We were then divided 
into groups and went to meet 
our instructors.

I had no idea what to ex-
pect as we walked out onto 

the grounds and was imme-
diately surrounded by the 
sound of gun�re from every 
angle.

I couldn’t help but feel 
nervous when it came to my 
turn to shoot but I was put at 
ease by our instructor, Nick 
Gander, who warned not to 

pull the trigger unless I meant 
it.

Within an hour we had 
been taught exactly how to 
load, aim and shoot a gun – 
even managing to hit some 
targets – before taking part in 
a ‘�ush’, where a group com-
petes against each other as �ve moving targets are launched at once. Initially the 

experience seemed a little 
overwhelming as I could 
barely lift the gun onto my 
shoulder, let alone cope with 
it recoiling after being �red, 
but the determination to hit a 
target soon took over.

�e adrenaline rush gained 
during the shoot felt similar 
to paint-balling, without the 
bruises or the mess, and 
there was something strange-
ly satisfying about seeing a 
clay disk shattering into piec-
es in the air.

After the �ush competition 
we retired back to the club-
house for drinks and sand-
wiches and all received our 
very own Bisley Shooting 
Ground caps and badges to 
reward our e�orts.

Mr Roupell said: “A lot of 
people say shooting is a 
male-dominated sport but 
the reality is you can turn up 
in whatever you feel comfort-
able in, with no experience, 
and, with some of the coun-
try’s best instructors, you can 
have an experience of what it 
is like to shoot.

“Around 60% of the people 
that shoot here don’t believe 
in blood sports, they just do it 
for the adrenaline rush, it is 

an indescribable feeling.” �e 
ground holds an annual 
Ladies’ Day and a Young 
Shots Day for young people. 
�ose with shotgun licences 
can take part in Pay & Play, 
where they have the freedom 
of turning up and shooting a 
practice round without being 
accompanied by an 
instructor.

Mr Roupell said: “We are 
proud of our reputation as 
the place to learn within the 
industry and for us, there is 
nothing better than to watch 
the smiling success of a new 
shooter.

“With our unrivalled tui-
tion, this is one of the few 
sports where a novice can 
start hitting clays within the 
�rst few shots.

“We have been known to 
make a pro out of the most 
unlikely candidate and we 
look forward to seeing them 
return to Bisley again and 
again.”

Bisley Shooting Ground of-Bisley Shooting Ground of-Bisley Shooting Ground of
fers a number of tuition and 
experience packages, includ-
ing a one-hour lesson for 
£138, a shared lesson for two 
people for £163, or a group 
lesson for four people for 
£380.

Clay pigeon lesson 
was bang on target
Bisley Shooting Ground o	ers even rank amateurs – like 
our Natalie Garland – the chance to start hitting targets
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John Heagren keeps a watchful eye on one of the new recruits at Bisley Shooting Ground.

Ready to take aim, from left, Natalie Garland, Felicity Morgan-Harvey, 
Annalisa Cuthbertson, Ian Mason, Matt McGuinty, Melonie Clarke,
Georgina Blackwell and Jonty Thrower.

Sessions appeal to beginners and experienced sharpshooters alike.


