
INSTRUCTIONShooting technique

I 
am often asked what is meant by line 
when shooting with a shotgun. We hear a 
lot of talk about lead but line can be just 
as important. 

Line is the path the target is travelling on, 
whether it be a clay or live quarry. If your gun 
moves on the wrong line it doesn’t matter 
how much lead we perceive — if we are too 
high or too low, we are not going to connect 
with the target.

To understand line, we first have to 
understand how a shotgun works. A shotgun 
is designed to shoot a moving object; we 
have no sights on a shotgun, the bead 
being a marker. To use a shotgun efficiently 
we must be focused on the target and not 

looking at the gun. To see the target our eyes 
must be above the rib. Where your eye sits 
above the rib determines the percentage of 
shot that will be above the barrel. 

If just your pupil is above the barrel, the 
gun will shoot ‘flat’, meaning the gun will 
shoot 50% above and 50% below the barrel. 
If your entire eye is above the barrel the 
gun is likely to shoot more 60-75% above 
the barrel. This is the norm for a well-fitted 
shotgun. Therefore, your line should be one 
that is directly below your target, enabling 
you to keep it in sight and placing the centre 
of your pattern around it. 

If you are unsure of your pattern 
placement I would recommend testing 

SHOT PATTERN

A pattern plate 
showing shot
distribution

Many factors need to align to make a success of your shooting. 
Tony Bracci describes one of the fundamentals 

Keep in line

Tony Bracci
shows how to
hold the line 
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on a pattern plate to find out. This will help 
you to understand the right line on which to 
move your gun to get the best results.

Angle
Another rule to help you place your shot 
pattern on the right line is that the barrels 
should always be in line with the target or 
perpendicular (90 degrees) to it. This will be 
different for a side-by-side and an over-
and-under – in line for an over-and-under 
will be perpendicular for a side-by-side, 
and vice versa).

I will describe it as if using an over-and-
under. Imagine shooting a straight-driven 
target: the barrels will move in a straight 
line with the target. If you shoot a perfectly 
horizontal right-to-left crosser, your barrels 
should be perpendicular to the target. This 
all sounds straightforward until you get a 

“Your 
shoulders and 
upper body 
should be used 
to keep the 
barrels moving 
in line with 
targets”
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target that makes you move the gun off line 
by twisting or canting the gun and you find 
yourself missing to the side. You should use 
your upper body and shoulders to help keep 
the gun on the right line.

For a crossing target that is rising, we 
should use our shoulders to help keep the 
barrels perpendicular to the target – almost 
like dropping a shoulder to have your 
shoulders on the same line as the target. 

When shooting a straight-driven target, 
we happily keep the barrels on a nice straight 
line with the target, though any twisting or 
canting of the gun will result in a miss. 

It is when the driven target is presented 
five to10 degrees over one of your shoulders 
that we see a lot of mistakes. Your shoulders 
and upper body should be used to keep the 
barrels moving in line with the target – that 
way you will be more consistent as the centre 
of the pattern is with the target rather than 
on the edge of the pattern.

Tony shows
the line for a
high drive bird 
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Another factor when talking 
about line is where you 
mount the gun. So many 
shooters mount randomly in 
the air and then go looking 
for the target, whether it be 
a clay or game. It doesn’t 
matter which method you 
use – swing through, pull 
away or maintained lead – 
the gun has to move on the 
right line. 

So, mounting on the right 
line is going to help. Rather 
than mounting randomly 
in relation to the target, try 
to mount the gun on the 
same line as the target. This 
will always produce more 
consistent results.

• As we know, follow-
through is an important part 
of the shooting process but 

what has it got to do with line? 
Quite simply, follow-through 
on a line other than the one the 
target is travelling on will quite 
likely result in a miss. Pulling off 
line as you take the shot is a sure 
sign that the hand operating the 
trigger is trying to move the gun 

rather than your core muscles 
and leading arm. As the shot is 
taken the gun should continue 
along the same line as the target 
is travelling on, and in a smooth 
and controlled manner. 

• To test if your follow-through 
is smooth and consistent, try 

MOUNT

Practise your mount
and follow-through
at home using markers 

using snap caps and go 
through the shot process. As 
you hear the click of the shot, 
the gun should not deviate 
from the line of the target. 

This exercise can be done 
at home using three markers 
on a straight line. Mount to 
the first mark, swing to the 
third marker taking the shot 
as you pass the second mark. 
You should see no deviation 
from the line. 

When looking at targets, 
your visual pick-up point, 
hold point, kill point and 
follow-through should all be 
located on the same line the 
target is travelling on. 

It makes sense to pay 
attention to this line and do 
everything you can to move 
the gun on the same line, at 
the start, middle and finish of 
the shot process. 

Tony demonstrates
the correct way to
mount your gun
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